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[ !MDick's Sentiments.

When Sheaker CANNON discussed in his
*Lkeynote”speech the demands of “labor”
as represented by SAMUEL GOMPERS he
spoke with distressing frankness and
explicitness. He declared in so many
words that he could not approve the
Giompers’ programme, and that he be- |
lieved the enactment of the legislation
favored .by the American Federation of
Labor would result in injustice and in- |
juryeto the country, At the time Mr.
CANNON gpoke few candidates for office
and few,nf the conspicuous members of
the RP]llﬂ)ll(ﬂn party . had answered the
questions put to’them by Mr. GOMPERS,

terrogations have been made public by
their regipient, and it is plain that Mr.
CANNON'@ style was not the popular one
to adop‘ For an example of boldness
and candor, the letter written by Senator
CHARLES Dick of Ohio may be taken.
In it he ®aid:

" Speakm_{ for myself, I will say cheerfully and
without T vation that I favor at all times the
fullest dug\of just and merited recognition for
the cause of labor, and shall be, as 1 always have
been, ready 1o support any oficial action In the
form of lation or otberwise that, after due
investigathpt and consideratign, 1s demousirated
to be reﬁn the interest of labor, at the same
time having in mind the nocessity and abllisy of
avolding any misgulded aotlon the ultimate effect
of which ht be preventive of that moral sup-
port esse to the maintenance of permanent
results and ¥hus defeat the very abjects most de-
slred to aiqpppllnh.'

Mr. GOMPERS, strangely enough, does
not find this luminous composition par-
tlculn?lyv gratifying. He puts it down as
“gvasive,” “Evasive”of what? It boxeas
the com most admirably. It may be
read ard and forward with equal
ease. it is perused from right to left
it meand#he same as it does when conned
in the inary way. The first, third,
fifth, seventh and ninth lines may be
omitted’ without injuring ita ‘sense.
Every other word may he thrown out
without in the least changing its mean-
ing. It jsa model worthy of a place in
the Complete Letter Writer.

Mr ERS is hard to please. His
disefftisfaction indicates that he actually
hoped to get a statesman of the Hon.
CHABLES Dick’s calibre to commit him-
self to something.

The United States and Cuba.

Whether - the insurrection in Cuba
against the  Government headed by
President PALMA has aoquired g danger-
ous momentum or can be put down
without . muych trouble or delay, it
does not follow that other efforts to
overthrow the Palma Government will
not be made from time to time. That
there have not been more of them is gur-
prising when we bear in mind how habit-
ually for half a century Cuban discontent
has taken the form of insurrection. By
and by a revolt may be auccessful, and
then for the first time the question may
become pertinent and urgent: Under
what clroumstances would our Govern-:
ment be justified by the Platt Amend-
ment to the Cuban Capstitution in inter-,
vening in the island’s affairs?

Let us assume, for the sake of argu-
ment, that the Liberals, the party name
assumed by mast of the present oppo-~
nents of the so-called Moderates who
support Pregident PALMA'S Government,
should prove some day strong enough
to overthrow the existing administra.
tion and install themselves in m
Whether they would have,
dread from the interposition of tha
United States would depend entirely
upon the use made of the powers thus
aoquired.  The Liberals claim that they
constitute a large majority of the quali-
fled voters of Cuba, and that the claim
would be made good at the ballot box
if an elsction were conducted without
fraud, intimidation or seduction. They
assert that at the last election they were
the victims of violence and
oorruption. They go on to say that
should they obtain by revolution the
power which they.were prevented from

securing by constitutional means, the
government which they would estab-
lish would offer natives and foreigners
all the guarantees of peace and order
that are afforded by the régime over
which Sefior PALMA presides. Should
this promise be carried out, what pre-
text would:the Platt Amendment give
the United States for interference?

The Platt Amendment' empowers the
United States to intervene in the affairs
of Cuba for the “maintenance of a gov-
ernment adequate for the protection of
life, property and individual liberty.”
Of the “adequateness” our Government
would have to be the judge. Of course,
it does not follow that an American
Executive would arrogate the right to
agssume beforehand that a particular
Cuban party would prove In practice
Incompetent to emforce law and tran-
quillity.: On 'the contrary, the compe-
tence of every Cuban government, no
matter how established, would have to
be testad. by experience. If it turned
oub that under a given régime, whether
this were the outcome of g4 more or less
fair election or of an insurrection, the
lives and property of Americans or
. other foreigners were endangorod it
woutld be,opr right, and it might become
‘our duty; under the Platt Amendment
to interpoes,

tion oxw,dmi.

and duties under the Platt Amondment
would be consonant with justice or

| expediency. Not with justioe, for the [

right to rebel, which we ourselves as-
serted against Britain, is one inherent
in the political freedom which we con-
ferred upon the Cubans, Not with ex-
pedienoy, for 8 worse hlsnder could

be made than to give the members of &
particular polifical party in Cubd ground
for believing that {ts opponents xponop=
olized the sympathies of the American
Governmantand people.” Alike by equity
and by common sense, our Executive
should be prompted to refrain most
carefully' from even the appearance
of favoring one faction of the Cuban
people as against another. We ought
to be at least as wary in our dttitude
toward the upholders and the enemies
of the present régime in Cuba as the
Bannerman Government showed itself
the other day toward Russia, when it
reconsidered its intention to let a British
squadron visit Cronstadt, lest it should
seem to sympathize with the Czar as
against hig disaffected subjects,

It is not for outsiders, however, but
for the people of Cuba to judge whether
the Palma Government could not be
improved upon and whether it is really
the product of an honest and free ex-
pression of Cuban opinion at the ballot

! box. Under it the lives and property of
l American citizens and other foreigners

have been safe; that is a fact which nat~
urally would prepossess us in its favor.
It would be extremely injudicious, how-
ever, for our Government to give a voice
to such prepossessiona or to act on the
assumption that under a Cuban Govern-
ment composed of Liberals the livea and
property of our citizens would not be
equally assured of safety.

When the Platt Amendment to the
‘Cuban Constitution was first mooted the
apprehension - was expressed 'in Wash-
ington,.as well as in Havana, that under
it an American. Executive might be
tempted to become the sponsor of a
faction in Cuban politice and to interfere
unfairly on ite behalf. Rightly inter-
preted, the amendment offers ng such
temptation. 8o long as our own citi-
zens are dealt with justly in Cuba the
faotional quarrels of its people will be
viewed by us with indifference. Trojan
and Tyrian will be treated by us without
discrimination.

Valparajsa's Harbor Works.

“Only one small section of the port
works was saved” is the brief refarence in
the despatches to the great works that
were to make Valparaiso Bay one of the
safest of harbors, as it has always been
one of the most commodijous. The peo-
ple had taken so much pride in these
advancing works that there is a pathetic
interest in the ruin that has temporarily
overwhelmed their hopea. -

Valparaiso has always been the great-
est Pacific port of Bouth America, in spite
of the fact that its harbor was notor-
ioualy unsafe. It is a wide indentation
of the coast, but there is no narrowing
of ita entrance, a8 at our Narrows, to
protect the harbor from the invasion of
sea storms, The great Pacifiorollers pour
in and dash against the harbor shores
with tremendous force. Many vessels,
caught in the port in the stormiest timea,

‘| Have dragged their anchors and been

dashed to pieces on the coast.

Several years ago eminent foreign
engineers were engaged to assist in pre-
paring plans for making Valparaiso a
safe harbor. The first project met with
much opposition and was finally shelved.
The second series of plans was adopted,
and the work of carrying it out has been
in progresa for about eighteen months.

Last year the Board of Public Works
distributed widely a handsome pam-
phlet with descriptive letterpress and
many illustrations and diagrams of the
defences that were to make Valparaiso
a eafe harbor. The plams included a
long stone breakwater, extending about
half way scroes the harbor mouth, so as
greatly to diminish the force of the
waves on the northern and eastern sides
of the harbor, and a «series of interior
basins along thesé two sides enclosed
by enormous mples of masopry, within
which all vessels might ride on even
keel in any weather while transacting
their businega with the port.

This very costly and complete project;
for providing artificlal safety for the
leading South American Pacifio port has
attracted wide attention, and the latest
edition of one of the German atlases has
a special map of the harbor apd the
plan of improvements. The work was to
oocupy" some years, and probably mot
more than a fourth of it was completed
when the destruction came. The fin-
ished portions of the masonry had with-
stood some eevere storms, but were
ruined in a twinkling by the shaking of
the sea floor on which they rested.

Triumph of Poke,

In this rose crowned and consummate
hour our heart goes out to the Gal at the
Fountain, better known as the Hoke-
smith Victory. The foes of the Hon.
Hoge SMITH made many strange and
hasty chargea against him; but no other
of their evil imaginations eo sickened en-
lightened public sentiment as the attack
upon him for his one-third interest in the
art museum of which the Hokesmith Vio-
tory is the chief treasure. More victo-
rious and lovelier, shestands there! naked
and nude and antique, watohing with calm
eyes the procession of men and things.
Every elbow ia crooked ito- her. The
fountain plashes, the carbanic water
bottle hisses, the labor andthe pleasure
of alligation go on ceaselessly.

Some day by the side of the Victory
will stand the majestic figure of the Hon.
Hoke SMITH in bronze, as HERCULES,
He clubs the railroads. He smpshes the
legislative Cacus. He cleans out that
“well known and pgpular® mtabuﬁhmont
the Augean stables.

‘And some day on tha other side of the
Gal will rise the counterfeit presentmient
of the Hon. PokE Boaas, the guide of
Hoxkg SMITH, the king maker of Georgia,
the forum's champion and the people's
chief. PoKE made HOKE'S success cer-
tain. From the moment when POKE

Hoxn the result of the
foretold with acou-

_The words of an

old song rise in the hurt und nther to,
the eyes:

“ Howmuy,'s boom and heart are broke;
Georgla feara no more the moke;
Stand together, hearts of oak,

PoKs for Hoxp snd Hoxs with Poxs.”

In the Gilded Gehenna, sacted to Art

and Hoke, wild crowds are lapping up

the rickeys. For a few weeks, at least,

two or three Georgig editors will be

lucklng to their own business and not
runnln; for office.

Portrait of a Btatesman.

The loes of a bundle of portraits of
WILLIAM J. BRYAN taken in London has
an element of mystery in it. Perhaps a
solution may be found in what is called
“the most striking portrait of Mr, BRYAN
ever published,” one of the London
series. The BRYAN trousers are shock-
ing to the sartorial soul. Full and
at the ankle, they fall in folds from the
knee, and sign of crease there is none.
The coat, a statesman’s frock, fits fairly
well, but has no distinction, no charaoter,
is too amplein theskirts, and is altogether
inadequate and disappointing. The set
of the cravat Mr. BRYAN is responsible
for; it is without symmetry, and is,
besides, painfully awry.

Mr. BRYAN has one broad nervous
hand resting on the back of a settee and
the other is half thrust between the
buttons of his coat. He stands up
straight, a fine bulk of a man; and his
expresaion is conseiously statesmanlike.

What will ocour to an admirer of Mr.
BrYAN is that he should have a better
tailor. His f requires it and his
form deserves Where the bundle of
portraita is land Yard and the em-
bassies must employ all their resources
to find out. One look at the trousers in
the “most striking” picture of Mr. BRYAN
should put them on the trail of the crim-
inal. Could he be any one else than an
artist tailor who resented the garment
on Mr. BRYAN'S legs and desired to see
him taken in trousers that would add to
his dignity as a citizén of the world and
its leading statesman?

Trade With the Nen-Contiguous
American Territories.

Ten years afgo exports from the United
States proper to the lands now known
as our “non-contiguous territories,”
Alaska, Hawali, Porto Rico and the
Philippines, were valied at approxi-
mately $14,000,000. During the fiscal
year recently ended they were a little
in excess of $50,000,000. As Alaska is
the only one of the group which was an
American possession a decade ago, an
opportunity is opened to rural debating
societies for a disoussion of the question:
Does trade follow the flag?

As a purely commercial proposition,
and measured by trade returns, Porto
Rico appears to have been our best in-
vestment. In 1808 we shipped to that
island some $4,000,000 worth of mer-
chandise. Last year we ‘shipped $19,-
225,000 worth. In thesame time Hawaii's
purchases increased from $5,464,000 to
$11,770,000. The Alaskan account grew
from $3,600,000 to $14,375,000. The Phil-
ippine account increased ‘from about
$1,000,000 to $5,460,000. The purchases of
Guam, Midway and Tutuila are too small
for consideration.

Nearly the whole of our expom to
these regions conaists of manufactured
goods and of foodstuffs in a prepared or
partially prepared state. Our importa
consist largely of raw materials and
articles partly prepared which enter
into our manufacturing processes. In-
compléte statistics prohibit a compari-
son of the growth of imports during the
term. Porto Rico has increased her
sales to us from $2,550,000 to $19,000,000,
and Hawaii has increased hers from
$15,500,000 fo nearly $27,000,000. Reliable
figures for Alaska and the Philippines
are not available,

Neither could Mr. C. FrRaNcls MURPHY
discover any Jerome sentiment in 19005—
until after election day. .

Ohio's Democrats seem to have done a
complete and satisfying job in the boss
smashing way. They put Three Cent Tom
out‘of commiesion first, and then took their
convention out ‘of the bands of the man
who thought he controlled it. The dele-
gabtes wrote their awn platform and named
thelr owp candidates. Ravolutionary be-
havior; what amazing thing may the peo-
ple not be expected to do next?

nearest hydrant was moro than three city
away.—Repon of a dbad fire.

This wes not in & small farming com-
munity, a recently settled Western town,
or a poor and impoverished city. It was
in New York, and the property owners for
& long time have been trying to get the
authorities to provide wdequneo fire pro-

tection) S
New York once had a nine that ecould

Indlun- Grand Young Man is nothing
if not kind. The citizens of the Dirigo
State must feel deeply tbhe compliment of
his approval of its political giants.

China is to have a constitution. It may
obtain a good, serviceable second hand one,
onoce held to be perfect in its way, but now
useless to present owner, by applying ta

Uncle 8Axm, Wuhlm D.C.

o\ capnot have W. law.~Ths Prog-

um o/ the Borough

Algo 1t is difficult to preserve order while
publio officials aredaing their utmost to bring
about breaches of the peace. 4

W T——— d
Race Chartty in the Basniging
To TH= EDITom oF TeN SUN—Sir: You have
occaslon to. publish so many inatences of race
prejudice that the following ncffent may be a
welcome ohange.

-In & certdin mountdin ¥iilagé of New York State
where many summer vigitors gather, the mimteter
of the Methodist church, learning that a rabbt
was ab one of the hotels, graciously offered him
the use of his place of worghip. The offer was
gladly acoepted apd a Jewish service was cop-
ducted In a Cliristian ohurch.

Quite by accident It waa lcarned that the ehurch
needed some money for & certain projeet, wherc-
upon A number of Jewish children arranged a per-
for and collk d about $100, wucn&
took great pleasure In handing over 1o the Hbéral
minded minlster, AMERICANUS.

NEw YORK, August 28 ’

. The Man in the Street.
She—ls there Rot & pessive charm in looking

wumnuu.u\- thm
| oshee Qo e Paimed ton bt l

CORPORATION D’V IDB'ND!./

Some Reasons Why They gnll Be Sub-
Jeoted to Judicial

To Tue Epitor or Tus Bun-—Sir: The
present atate of the law ip reference to
dividends does not vefider justics to the
requirements of stookholders. The with-
holding or declaring of dividends has been
placed by the courts under the contro! of
directors of copporations. Much is the
state of judicial tons, Iting in con-
mtrd\uullbythiw“todlm the
distribution of inordinate aocumu-
lations, ~Home courts ha hred that
the retention of such funds from the stook-
holders, without any legitimate applica-
tion to ocorporaste purposes, amounts to
fraudulent oconduct; but practically the
rule that the power of boarde is plenary
over this subject has me axiomatie.

This deolination by the oourts to exer-
cise power over dividend paymeunts pro-
ceedd upon the thedry that mioh distribu-
tion involves questions of internal pelicy
in corporate affairs, that eleinents of busi-
ness management are concerted, and that
ocourts are not competent to such
considerations/ Influenced by these views,
the tribunals have relegated dividend ques-
tions to the boards of directors and have
pointed the stookholders to change in the
directorate as their last resort.

1t may be noted that the adjudioations

do not rest upon principle 88 much as
upon the arguments ad inconvenienti. A The
ocourts were appalled at the m of
investigating acoounts of such complica-
tion and\magnitude. In the outcome the
stockholdérs were left remediless by legal
proceedings, though millions of surplus
oould not be applicable to any corporate
purposes and were properly distributable
among the stockholders. In the case of
private trusts, where the trustee was charged
with the duty of collecting revenues ang
distributing income ‘among beneficiaries;
the courts are engaged almost every day
in supervising the conduot of such trustees
under deeds or wills, Questions of proper
repairs, of rebuilding, of rentals, of pur-
chases, and finally of the proper income
to be paid devisees, arise under these
individual trusts ocontinually and are
readily disposed of by the Judes. Direc-
tors have been judicially declared to be
trustees, and the nature of their trust is
similar to those above described, The
duty of directors to distribu lus in
the form of dividends is Junamm?x’oh in-
cumbent on them as any other part of their
trust. It s as much their duty #s it s the
duty of private trustees to pay income to
legatees. While the items of expenditure
allowable by directora are more varied
and extensive, arising from the nature of
railroad propérty, the realization of a
genuine surplus placés them under the
legal obligation to pay it to investors. Yet
the courts have abdicated their rights in
respect to these carporate trusis and have
left directors in untrammelled and despotic
control of surplus accumiulations.

If this disposition of the question of
dividends wgs justified in the early his-
tory of corporate enterprise, it has ceased
to be so. The présent state of the law
arose at a time when the surrounding legal
and business conditions différed from their
present status. At ocommon law corpora-
tions could not legally own stock in ather
corporations. By statute we have reversed
that rule and made such holdings valid.
By this legislation radical changes were
introduced in the theory of corporate man-
agement. When A Company aoquires the
majority or the praotioal majority of B
Company stock, the policy: of the latter
company in respect to dividends,‘as’ well
a8 in other material respects, may be dic-
tated in the interest of A Company or of
its direotors.

The personnel of obookhol;ders has been sub-
jected, as-matter of fact, to other changes.
When companies were owned malnly in the
localitiea where they did business, stook-
holders' meetiugs were real meétings. More-
over, the stocks were owned and voted by
men acting in their own right. At present
they belong in large part to people under
disabilities, to wit, women and children,
to say nothing of trustees. Add to these
classes the considerable proportion held
by brokers. Through these channels proxy
meetings have superseded stockholders'
meetings. Where an outaide company owns
a large proportion of a subsidiary company's
stock the annual meetings merely record
the dictation of the former company.

Hence it has become farcical to relegate
49 per cent. of the capital stock to the de-
cisions of such nominal meetinga upon the
question of distributing the surplus earn-
ings. It follows that the remedy widoh
the courts have heretofore assumed to
exist for obtaining just distributions
through the annual meetings no longer
exista. And such conditions result from
changes in the law of oorporateé ownership,
as well as from changes in the chdracter of
proprietoublp of stooks.

these circumstances should not the
u.hhturo afford relief if stocks are to
constitute legitimate investments for reve-
nue instead of becoming mere tokens for
“guessing bees”? The right of etookhold-
ers to make votes cumulative, and
thus to sscure some apparent representa-
tion upon boards, has beeh conceded by
soeveral legislative bodies. But eyen thie
modioum of relief for substantial minori-
ties has not been available for the reasons
abave stated. It would that the sole
effective relief for the great maes of security
holders oonsista in replacing the power
over dividend payments in the hands of
appropriate publio authorities!

The State Rallroad Commigaioners pos-
sess the requisite machinery for investigat-
ing the business and affairs of these cor-
porations. They could be empowered to
make the requisite examinations, upon the
application of some proportion
of stockholders, to ascertailn the surplus

acoumulations and the proper proportion
distributeble among stockholders. No
dividends should be valid withgut cone
sent of the Commissioners. The improper
declaration of fictitioua dividends would

New Yomrk, Avpu
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Colonel Pesey wm w the ‘l‘?ﬂd

From lho lndhupom Star.

Frank B. Posey, Surveyor of the Port at
tv-uvme and a Republican leader of prom+
{nenoce, i about to undertake'in this county
a remarkable experiment. He proposes to
plant gardens under the earth’'s surface and
to ralse the fruits and fowers ¢f the troplos.
The ging gardens of Babylon ranked as
one of (hé early wondévs of the world, but
the people down here say they wihi_not be In
it with the underground gardens of Bpencer
county.’

A few years ago Col. Posey, ‘%ho formerly
represented the First district In Congress,
bought- 260 acres of land on Pigeon Creek,
lying partly in S8pencer and partly in Warpick
counties. On the place Is a coal mine that
was abandoned seventeen years ago. Re-
cently Col. Posey caused the shaft to be re-
opened and’ to his surprise he found that,
unlike nearly all abandoned mines, the inté-
rior chambers were Intact.

Col. Posey organized an exploring payty
and investigated all of the ramifications of
the abandoned mine, He found It covers
an ‘erea of fifteen acres, subdivided Into
chambers 200 feet long and of varying width.
These ¢chambers are about 100 feet below the
surface of the earth.

It at once ocourred to éol. Posey, who
delights in experiments, that heye was an
opportunity to test the feasibility of under-
ground gardening., He was satisfled that if
he could raise acres of garden truck
100 feet below the earth's surface he would
perform an achlevemeéent that would arrest
the attention of sodentific circles all over the
world and at the same time prove immensely
profitable. He learned by taking tempera-
tures that the Interior of the mine remains
constantly at 55 degrees, the even tempera-
ture of the earth. This temperature is un-
varying, winter and summer, and {s the tem=
perature most conduclve to the growth of
plant life. Furthermore, m air Is sur-
charged with carbonic gas, 'upon which
plants thrive,

In order to grow, hwewr, plants require
Mght, and how to light his underground gar-
dens has been a problem that was difficull to
solve, but Col. Posey Is convinced that he
has at last found the solution. He will illu-
minate the varipus chambers and passage-
ways with acétylene gas, which furnishes a
very brilliant light and s inexpensive.

“1 had heard,” said Col. Posey, “that some
experiments eonducted at Cornell University
proved conclusively that sunlight is not
necessary to the growth of piants and that
acetylene gas furnishes a very good substi-
tute. I wrote to Gifford Pinchot, chief of the
United Btates Bureau of Forestry, for infor-
matfon on.the subject, and I have just re-
celyed his reply. He says that he particl-
pated in the experiments at Cornell and that
whilé they could not be called completely
sucoessful they showed that plants can be
made to grow and mature by’ the ald of acety-
lene gas: The cost of generating this light
s nominal. Ten cents will pay for the illum-
ination of a Yoom ar chamber 200 feet long
and 50 feet wide for twenty-four hours. It
has been proved time and again that elec-
tricity is a good substitute for sunlight In
raising plants, bus it Io entirely too expene
sive for ordinary use.”

Col. Posey expecta to spend a good many
thousands of dollars in preparing his under-
ground gardens for cultivation. He will
import into the mine hundreds of tons of rich
soil and shape it into beds, such as are found
in greenhouses, He has already arranged\
to plant & ecrop of mushrooms about Bep-
tember 1, and he expects to have mush-
rooms for market by Thanksgiving. His
intention is to raise large quantities of lenuce
and celery for the winter markets, and he
will devote much attention to the cultivation
of fige and oranges. He also expecta to grow
roses on an extensive scale,

Posey's farm I8 near the ‘Ohio River,
and an electrio line has beea surveyed within
the distance of half a city bloek from it, so
that he antloipatea no dificulty in marketing
the produoce of his yader ground gardens.

Bostonlan Blue Grass.

* To TaAe Epiton or Tus BuN—8ir: During

this heated spell quite A number of your
readers, including your farmer readers-have
ample time, and I am aaking them to explain
a singular condition existing on the Graddy
farm, in Woodford county, Ky. Hearing
of the pecullarities of the soll of this farm
many persons have visited it, excited by
ourfosity. This ia 8 very extensive farm, and
maybe some of your agricultural readers can
explain why it I8 that the soll of this farm
acts so peculiarly. No matter ‘what is sown
or planted on this farm half the product is
beans. You may sow wheat, opts‘or rye,
and haif of the outcome of the crop wili be
beans, or you may sow turnipa or radishes,
or even plant corn,and half the crop will be
beans.

This is the only farm of the kind in this
prolific county, which is noted as the richest
oounty in the Blue Grass region, and Wood-
ford county is sometimes known ae the aspara-
gus bed of the Garden of Eden.

Now can any of your agricultural -or even
city readers explain why it Is that one of the
best farms in the county of Woodford is so
eccentric that half of the crop comes up
beans? HeXRY CLAy CAMPBELL.

VersaiLLgs, Ky, August 21.

In the Kearsarge Turret.

To THE EDITOB OF THR SUN—Sir: Has the ex-
pression “Brave old sslt* mo longer a place In our
language? We shall continue |ts uss for a while
louger, apparently, ap an Incident [ recently heard
of shows. The newppapers seme months ago
told bow. while at target ctice, a fire and ex-
plosion took place In the forward turret of the
Kearsarge, klling or maiming a score of her officers
and men. They did not tell, however, a touch of
which every American should beé proud.

As the ofMcer of the deck saw the smoke, flame
and destruction, and reaiized the probebility of
further disaster, he rushed toward the scene of
danger, but not before the Captaim was by his side.
The junior exclaimed:

“Captaln Winslow, this is my duty.
of the deck.”

Winslow orooked his elbow, drove It into the
anatomical machinery of his subordinate. and as
he passed by and Qdisappeared there floated back
the latest addition to the lat of American naval
commands:

"You get out!” Voucivs,

Naw YOREK, August 2.

1 am ofcer

The United States Language.

To TuR EDITOR OF TRE SUN—Sr; “Americanus®
certaibly is a wender. 1 really don't eee why,
after the Frenoh drop French as sbhelr native tangue
snd adopt English, It should not be calied th
French-English language. So with the G
and the Canadiana would alsn want Canadlan.
Foglish as their language, and so ob. If Eaglish
ever becomea the universal language, w9 shall
bave Chinese-English. However, 1 think for the
“States” it would avold confuslon If we called our
language "United Statge.,” as lote of the sireet
vrohing use the expredalon now, “Talk United
Stwates." g §

Perhaps It would be better if we all learned Irhl.

§| and adapted that ae our native tongue,

ELIZARSTR, Auguet 23. WiLLiaM MznLsm,
Oponing of the Scheels.

To rEE EDIToR OF THE SUN—Sir: This being a
day of reform, I would urge a later day of openlug
for the gehools than the firet week In September.

Itia welil known that In the Avet half of Septomber
It s often very hot, and the result of putting the
ohlidren 'tnto echool &t that time usually s that
nothing is doue in the way of progress in atudies.
1n fact a negative regult goours, becaysethe teachers
are nooeesarily muech more Iax In their diseipiine,
on acoount of hot weather, than they are later.

As & matter of fact nothing ls usually done ex-
oopt reviow wark befere the Nrst of October. This
review work, as It |s called, Is largely for the benent
of bascward schola Meanwhile the normasl
scholar guffers from tife heat without making any
progress. GATLORD WiLsHins.

NEW YORK. August 22.

Te Myrtale (With s Verees),
Austin Dobson in Harper's Mapating,

¢ 1 am out of work a good deal of t

THE IUIIAIIN. DIVER.

His Essontial and Om Helplessness
Under Water.
From Appleton's Magarine,

From his feet to his throat the dlm b
dressed In a one plece, loose fitting, quarter
inoh thick suit, consisting of the best rubber
moulded between two layers of heavy Canvas
and termdnating In a ocopper breast and
shoulder plate to whioh s scrowed the pon-
derous twenty-five pound helmet, pro
with ciroular face plates in front and at either
side, and at the back with a “woose neck” for
the attachment of the air hose. Each foot of
the dhring adyenturer (s fastened to a twenty
pound iron sandal, and about his whist are
buckled a hundred pound leaden belt and a
life line, Once inaide this armor, so heavy
and stiff and olumay that a strong mah barely
staggers across a deck In it, the diver appears
for all the world as If he were Inside a huge,
man shaped bslloon. And in this awkward
outfit, hampering every free movement, de-
mdent upon a hundred and one faverable
oconditions, diver braves the unknown
dangers lurking far below.

From the Instant the helmet is sorewed
down and the helper grasps the life line and
lowers the diver hand over hand, the “click-
click-oliok” of the pumps bringing fresh air
and the hiss of the escape valve carrying away
the up alr sound In the diver's ears.
The “olick-click-click™ becomes part of his
suboonsclous self. He is listening for It al-

.ways, ever; not a “click” escapes him. He

starts violently at the slightest irregularity of
the sound. He listens for it so intently that
to save his soul he cannot ‘count correctly one
hundred bricks Into a bucket, taking them
oneata time, It isthespeech, the one speech,
the ch of the pumps whlch tells him, "All
is well as far a8 we u{o oono‘

ver e acoe! entlorn tho
ollg ~click-cliok”™

pumps work
eooent W ero @ needs more &

t the lnorouln \water

s ,.x.e.m:.':“*"
cBliagees th

:ilt:‘ of lr ::: llnon enou
L ng o 080 or
(nt’hr reter is t "utchful he
or ta hose and line a ever
the man below as a fisherman “f
nov thom:ery aws of nature
u nds o! trder eh h
lﬂo ‘n’: o8t ,::ctl 'lly | se: bln
moot tundam';nu o‘e ent o? h!ir
h—gravity, So nearly aqual is
w:‘nounl:mdll ndl:n
ocopper tha e & man oh
2 n. he can mlka fa lonl umps by Mn.

ul moﬂ pur-
lgah veren llm n suspended in
uwlnt. ulo!u n{llnn- of st l
come uﬁle-. nlmoot llke ou of an elght
year old 80 helpl he that he may
not stand erect without: 1u¢ cn&‘frvm his

drag of current t Againat
{me andnl.flo line, If b':'wn o; to prom

he must lean forward ta an
and labori; y use g Lﬂdﬂ les:
or he must orawl on his hands a

{ k
dlxlina' his fin ru lnw thc muck. llnnt
human mudfis!
{” falls mmmm!lv l .
is In such pitch dnknm that he
cannot twlee hit in !he he
uses a shove] he lm‘
the mud lest he go back wu
munt scoop the blade full Tlth
he risk of cutting and unrri
broken , tin eans and
Even his senses the dlm may noc trult co
warn him below water. He smella not!
except Q e otenchn mo in bv the pu g-
above: t r ot mb ;Jrom the
hose lnd tho -malls of the
the cylinders olicking air to l;lm
His ears he may trust only In
loud enough, sounds come
4y :?‘F.“".?.""ﬁ“""?'o:‘s? i
mig re the sixteen in
his head a n:t

over
cept for the (‘, uke or tho mud
But he can hear an under water exp oclon
three miles awav: he can hear the thumn
and atamping of submarine drills more thun
a mile away: he can hear the mtinl and
m‘lndinmo! splintered spara and tim movs
g in the crup of current or ti

§ Economic Civil Wyr, X

Ta THE zmmn or TnE SUN—Sir: Some-
times when Tre SB8UN with merry quip and
gladsome jest, not to apeak of its merry ha ha.

“gets after” William Jennings Bryan, whom
I, delyded mortal, take seriously and look to
bopefully, I wish i were perpetually cloudy
weather,

But when Tix BUN prints such an article
as “No Taboo for the Criminal Rich" I realize
that after all “TEE Bux do move,” and feel
like becoming a life member.

It's good to have Tre S8UN go on shining.
I wish I could hope that the soolal organism
oould be moved by it. Only a revolution
can effect any good in that invertebrate mags,
however: so let us etew merrily on in our own
rich juloe against the day of some purgative
like an economio civit war, and meanwhile
derive what comfort of belief in social mo-
rality’ we may from TRE SUN, H.D.R.

New YORK, August 2.

Ten Mitlions In & Day.

To THE Ep1TOR OF THE BUN—S8ir: A dim
light breaks upon the hetriaon to sore pollcy-
holders as we now see why a certain rallroad
president was some time since so eager to
keep within easy reach the millions of surplus
of the life insurance companlies In thé cont
of which he was allied, “hand in glove” wfth
other gamblers who handled the loaded dice.

Ten milllon doliars profit in one day is worth
while. JaAmeEs McCRESNEY.

QENCINRATI, Au% 2.
Need of the "V Middle Clasa.™

To THE FDITOR OF TuB SUN—Sir: [f M. B. Long
of Troy deégires to know why Mr, Starin
Glen Jsland " for good” let him hark back in memory
to the buming of the General Slocum: think then
upon the age and condition of the Startn boats that’
used to run on the Glen Island route, and lastly,
reflect upon the cost of steam vessels that may now
be expected to pass United States Ingpectien, and
there he will have his angwer to “Why did he do
111" Plainly, the business at Glen Island isn't worth
& new fleet.

No greater philanthropy can be concelved for
New York's submerged, uncared for and desplsed
respectable “upper middie class” than the reopen-
ing of Glen leland or the opening of an ¢ven better
resort. We prefer to sweltar quleily at home to

“mixing It" in the whoop It up Bediem of the troltey
car regorts and the stook yards rush of boarding
the cattle cars and reaching them. The
Quieter and leas attractive such a resort be to Ih
rowdy and the t1ipper and their female eompantions
the better it would be for the several hundved thou-
sand surviving New Yorkers to whom the city has
grown to be a bell of stifiing heat, distracting nolse
and wearying unrest.

Won't gome one tell Tz SUN for us of some
qulet regort, abeolutely withous "attractions” and
devold of all charmy save that of quiet, peace and
inviting scemery, where the trippers cease from
trolleying and she rowdies age as rest?

L&t it be some place well beyond “the five cent
zone' and oppasite ln direption to the trend of travel
to the mind racking, soul destroying trolley re-
sorts, which are-about all this overgrown Indian
village can offer In the way of recreation to my
cises and which we cannot enjoy.

NEW YORE, August 23, R. D. Harsswan,

Pestscript From Mere Mawn.

To Tax EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: I dida't'n-
tend to pu any further attention to “Business
Woman's” gabble, but when my veracity Is virtually
impeached 1 feel impglled to retaligte. I repeat
that I have very litdle leisure, despite the fact that
time. [ should
suppose that even a “business woman" had sense
enough to comprehend that & man who s anxzious
to work but is able to sceure emplogment ocaly a
part of the time ls necessarily one of the busiest
of men. Hunting for a job 1 nat only the most
irksome, but Infinitely the most unpleasant of all

Not being a political demagogue, | must deciine
to discuss the rot about “this country crylng tor
masculine labor,” Even were thls old chestnut

| true, every humanitadan and patriot would utter

a fervent “Amen! Let her ory!® Better a thou-
sind times Mhal sie weep her eyes bitad becauss
she can't plle up the luore la'n‘t.éan(h for the mi -
lionaire gang, than witnens Itiful apectacte of
a countless and steadily Increasing army of old
malds laboring under the orazy delusion tkat the
most effective way of relieving thelr hapless state
is to learn & man's trade and work for half the
wages & man gots. Maaz Maw,
Naw Yomx, Auguet 35

I Covntry L4 (0 Amriea .l'h\u-.u
ustrased ond

WMDIW 'Ifl CONCRETE.

Pu.lltv of l‘dﬂo Ceastruction
ta Its Faver,

To tsw Eprrom oy Tmm Buw—8w: Mr,
Crosler's letlor on the “wnit® kdea In con.
creté oonstruotion I belleve also draws wrong
conclusions, There ls no doubt that the best

To avold weaknesses {n concrete consirucs
tion your correspondent says that the thought
in high sclentifie quarters ls tending toward

‘the “unit” system of conocrete oconstruction

as Inevitable to issure safety and perfect
work. AM oenstruetion which man bhLaa
devised up to the present time s “unit” con.
struction, and concrete s the very first mat..
rial which he has been aple to mould Into a
monolithic building. To rob ooncrete of
this quality takes away the factor which
places it far above every other form of build.
ing construction. It ls like playing “Hamlet”
with the part of the Dane omitted.

If you will stand before any of the sirice
tures in town which are being torn down
and see the multitude of parts that are put
together to form a complete whole you will
commence to understand what ideals to the
bullder are realized by reenforced concreta
in the menolithio bufliding. It is true that
in this “poured construction” the cost of
forms is conaiderable, but it is not more than
it should be campared with the results oh-
tained. It ls unfortunate for the interests
of all that concrete is invariably contrasted
with other materials In cost instead of dura-
bility. The question s invariably asked,
How much more expensive {s #t than wood,
or how 'much lese than stone, or is it about
equal to briok? Its real worth is far above
any other construction for the very great
majority of buildings, but this does not mean
that it can be used ignorantly with good re.
sults or sucoeed in incompetent hands.

Therefore I feel that your correspondent
is quite wrong whén he asserts that “the con.
crete block is more desirable ‘than concrety
in forms and will ? more impervious, hand.
some and strong. The desire for beauty
in the human breast has brought out nothing
more immortally uwgly than “rook face" con-
crete blocks, unless it be the stamped imita-
tion in tin. . ( ALPLED HOPKINS,

New Yorx, August 22.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE.

Its Conception of Puin and One of Its
Remarkable Cures.

To THE Epn1TOR OF THE BUN—Sir: A writer
with the desire to have fun at the expense
of Christian Bcfence has suggested a test
for the Christian Bcientists, and the test is
that they shall have some cayenne pepper
put into the eye'to prove whether or not pain
is #eal. This appears in story form in your
issue of August 19 under the solemn announce-
ment that “Christian Scientists balk at the
pepper test for pain.”

This writer shows that heis under the false \
impressipn regarding Christian Science which
seoms to influence ot who hgve no under-
standing of what it teaches. The suffering
of human or physical sense is quite as real
to the Cumhn Schntht as to lnr ono ehe

in o tm’ elief {rom
re| rom
t v‘v: are best ableoto
our_ theory.
Nothing could be ve than thnt
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at of a young womnan
n klyn who was_attacked one evenine,
wbollo lO throw her faceand
evn mmod te result was too horri-
plolura Being a Christian Beientist,
In young woman relied wholly on Christicn
Solenco trutment with the result that not
only can now pee as well as ever, hut not
u scar remaing to suggest the experience
T -understand that at Ioaut one doctar ¢an
tify to these facta. H.CORNELL WILSON
va YORE, August 22,

Production of Sflver.
From the Black MHfils Mintng Reviow
The production of sllver In the United Statrs
has not varied radically since 1500, and we arrive
at our JBdgment of a radical variation by compar!
son with the change In the output of gold. wilch
has Indeed been radical. There wes a difference
of 14,000,000 ounces, or approximately 28 per cenf.
between the low production of 1684 and the high of
1892, while there has heen no new extreme with'n
twelve years, The annual output of gold has con-
siderably more than doubled within that time,
The varistion In the world's s'Iver production dur-
ing this fifteen year perfod has been less than that
in the United States, the high extreme of 199§ ex
ceeding the low of 1801 by about 28 per cent. The
s annual production of gold has. on the o rn-r
been goling steadily forward, except for the
interruption by the Boer war, practically lrrlr ng
since 1801,
The United mm has bought no siiver In thir
teen years. The last purchases were under mr

’Ael of 1800, by which In excess of 168,000,001 ounces

were aoquired. During the twenty years follow
ing 1573 the Government purchased almost 59«
000,000 ounces, orat theaverage rate of about 25,009
000 gunoes per year,

Grasshoppers in a Glacter.
From Country Life in America.

One of the small glaclers In Montana s of s ¢-
clal Interest on account of the fact that in the mass
of loe there are Imbeddad two strata of grasshop-
pers. eack about & foot thick. There are literally
tons of grasshoppers In the lce, and the question
naturally arises aa to where they came from

The most-obvious explanation is that centuries
aF0 tWo enormous swarms In course of migration
were csught In a snewstorm. chilled and buried
in the enow, where they Rave remained till now in
& perfect state of preservation. In,the accounts
of the early Western explorers a few Instances aro
related of meeting large swarms of locusts on the
mountald teps In the Rockies. . It Is a very fortn
nate cilreumstance that the great extenslon of
agrioufture in the West has broken up the brecd
jng grounds of shess nacets. .

Why He Wanted Help.
From ke Youth's Companion.

That disagter breeds endurance nd one doubts
An Easterner who was visiting In California at
the timo of the recent calamity fully recognized
this fact and gave the Caltfornlans credit for it

A bullding had collapsed as a result of the earth:
quake. Bedides wseveral Callfornlans, confined
beneath the débris wae & New Yorker. As 'he
Tescuers began remaving the brick and timbers, ¢
fecble veice called from & comer of the bulldin«

faxr helow:
“Help here! | am from the East, and am unvs i
10 earthquakes. Take me sut first.”
e el
Dr. Smeke te the Rescue.
From $he Auguste County Argus.

A Frederick county lad named Lamp was bilied
last week by & copperhead suake and was In &
serious condition; indeed he was near unto dea's
The timely srrival of Dr. Smoke was providential
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